IN  MEMORIAM 


The  Very  Reverend  Principal  (emeritus)  HUGH  WATT,  D.D. 

On  the  5th  September,  1968,  Principal  Hugh  Watt  died  at  the  age  of  88. 
Appointed  to  the  Chair  of  Church  History  in  New  College  in  1919,  for  30 
years  he  taught  generation  after  generation  of  students,  winning  their 
respect  and  affection,  and  retaining  both,  for  they  all  knew  that  he 
followed  their  careers  with  unfailing  interest  and  could  always  be  relied 
upon  for  friendly  advice  and  encouragement.  From  1921  to  1945  he  served 
the  College  as  its  devoted  Secretary,  carrying  its  load  of  administration 
with  unflappable  cheerfulness  and  infallible  grasp  of  detail,  writing 
meantime  its  Centenary  History.  In  1946  he  was  appointed  Principal 
and  just  before  his  retirement  in  1950  he  was  fittingly  honoured  by  being 
elected  Moderator  of  the  General  Assembly. 

His  contribution  to  scholarship  includes  his  Representative  Churchmen 
of  Twenty  Centuries  which  shows  the  breadth  of  his  range.  But  his  chief 
interest  was  in  Scottish  Church  History  and  in  this  field  his  knowledge 
was,  one  may  say,  uncanny!  It  is  illustrated,  but  only  in  part,  by  his 
Thomas  Chalmers  and  the  Disruption  and  John  Knox  in  Controversy.  A 
large-scale  work  on  the  Scottish  Reformation,  on  which  he  had  been 
working  for  many  years,  is  unhappily  left  in  an  unfinished  state.  In  the 
affairs  of  the  Scottish  Church  History  Society,  of  which  he  was  long  a 
member  and  to  which  he  contributed  a number  of  learned  papers,  he  took 
a deep  interest,  and  was  its  President  from  1938  to  1941. 

It  was  a happy  gesture,  and  one  that  gave  him  much  pleasure,  when 
some  members  of  the  Society,  many  of  them  his  former  students,  honoured 
him  with  a Festschrift,  a volume  of  essays  on  Scottish  Church  History, 
presented  on  the  60th  anniversary  of  his  ordination,  a testimony  to  the 
inspiration  derived  from  the  teaching  of  their  Professor. 

J.H.S.B. 


The  Rev.  THOMAS  MAXWELL,  B.D.,  Ph.D. 

It  was  a severe  shock  to  his  many  friends  to  hear  of  the  sudden  death  on 
5th  May,  1967  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Thomas  Maxwell  at  the  early  age  of  57 
years,  after  recording  an  address  in  Glasgow  as  Convener  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland’s  Church  and  Nation  Committee.  Dr.  Maxwell  was  the  much 
beloved  minister  of  St.  Catherines  in  Grange,  Edinburgh,  to  which  he  was 
inducted  from  Musselburgh,  Millhill  in  1941.  He  was  born  in  Stranraer, 


educated  at  Castle  Douglas  and  Lanark  Grammar  Schools,  and  became  an 
alumnus  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  graduating  M.A.,  B.D.  and 
Ph.D.  His  doctoral  thesis  was  on  the  controversial  pamphlet  material  of 
the  late  17th  and  early  18th  Century,  and  it  was  to  this  period  particularly 
that  he  directed  his  historical  ability.  But  he  read  widely  and  was  very 
well  informed  on  the  whole  range  of  Scottish  Church  history. 

It  is  however  right  to  set  on  record  here  especially  his  long  and  faithful 
service  to  the  Scottish  Church  History  Society,  of  which  he  acted  as  Hon. 
Secretary  from  1938  until  1959.  During  these  years  he  did  the  editorial 
work  and  saw  to  distribution  of  Records  in  addition  to  arranging  the 
Syllabus,  and  writing  the  minutes.  In  1962  he  was  appointed  President, 
which  office  he  filled  well,  as  he  did  so  many  other  things  well  in  his  full, 
useful  and  gracious  life.  He  contributed  several  papers  at  meetings  of  the 
Society  and  these  are  available  in  the  Records  of  the  Society. 

The  Society  is  deeply  thankful  for  all  his  many  services  and  mourns 
his  passing  away  in  the  prime  of  life.  Sincerest  sympathy  is  expressed  to 
his  widow  and  his  son. 


J.A.L. 


